


(Messages in chronological order � e-addresses and phone numbers removed)�


�






From     Avery Burdett�To         Jeff Leiper (Councillor)  


CC        Jim Watson (Mayor), Keith Egli, Chair, Transportation Cttee. 


Subject Vehicular Cycling 


Via        gmail





Date Sep 4, 2016, at 10:10 PM 





Jeff, 





It was very disappointing to hear you on at least two radio stations bad mouthing vehicular cycling. I believe you've swallowed the Koolaid of the activists who brought us the disastrous Laurier bike lane. Neither you nor the activists show any understanding of vehicular cycling. In the position of power you are in, you should be a little more circumspect in your public utterings.





Vehicular cycling is a term coined for Americans to describe ordinary cycling. This was in response to a US auto-based movement to push cyclists off the road and on to sidepaths. The prevailing view was that a bicycle is a toy and didn't belong on road. In Canada, vehicular (or ordinary) cycling is the basis of the Can-Bike program, the only nationally recognized cycle instruction program. Anyone with a European background wouldn't recognize the term vehicular cycling since riding in mixed traffic following the same rules is ordinary cycling as has been practised in Europe for over 100 years. Even kids in the Netherlands get taught ordinary cycling in schools and practise it when not on bikeways.





Also, I found your impromptu demonstration to express anger on Thursday confusing. Who were you angry at? Council? The Mayor? Transportation Committee?You are on Council what have you done about the monster City Hall has created? Like other of your colleagues, you have been a promoter of such infrastructure. You and the rest of Council have been at best na�ve, and at worst irresponsible, by essentially saying, "dust of you bike, hop on it, and participate in Ride to Work week". Riding in traffic is a serious business. To build an inherently dangerous facility and offer a false sense of security to inexperienced cyclists is close to criminal. No inexperienced cyclist should be encouraged to ride downtown let alone in the Laurier bike lane. There's learning to do and confidence to be gained on quiet streets first. We warned the City four years ago as reported in the Ottawa Sun* but the City ignored us who are committed to skilled and lawful cycling and chose instead to pander to noisy activists. 





There is only one solution to this catastrophe. That is to remove the bike lane and refocus efforts towards a campaign of risk awareness, education, and cyclist skills training aimed at all road users. 





Avery Burdett


Co-founder, 


Responsible Cycling Coalition **  





* web page http://www.ottawasun.com/2012/07/25/bike-lanes-put-inexperienced-riders-at-risk-cycling-coalition


**website: http://goo.gl/kBwaL 


�On Sun, Sep 4, 2016 at 10:47 PM, Jeff Leiper wrote:





I've been a vehicular cyclist because I've had no other choice for a couple of decades. Thank goodness the City is now providing me with segregated alternatives that have made my daily riding safer. We need more, and we need them more quickly than we've been willing to build. The VC approach to cycling virtually assures that no one but the fittest, most confident riders will dare take to the streets. Thankfully, the approach is discredited. In light of Thursday's tragedy, I hope we'll finally see the mainstream political will to get on with making cycling truly safer for all residents, to everyone's benefit.��Jeff Leiper 





On Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 8:58 AM, Avery Burdett wrote:


�Jeff,





You just don't get it. Your bike lane contributed to a cyclist's death and you want more of them. What's wrong with that picture?





You also proved my point about your not understanding vehicular cycling. Everyone of any fitness level rides on the road in Europe ... same rights, same rules.





On Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 10:37 AM, Jeff Leiper wrote:





And an insistence that bikes and cars can share the road if only everyone had enough education has killed and hurt many more. My gentle caution is that your belligerence on this issue is one of the reasons that, right or wrong, people have largely stopped listening to you.��As you well know, it's not "my" bike lane. There are easily-understood problems with the current configuration on Laurier, which with political will and investment are solvable. Councillor McKenney and I will be pressing hard to make the necessary changes that have hitherto gone unaddressed. And, in areas where we lack cycling infrastructure, we'll be pressing for more and insisting that it be implemented properly.





On Mon, Sep 5, 2016 at 3:43 PM, Avery Burdett wrote:





So having failed to express an understanding of ordinary cycling as it is practised in most of the world, you resort to a personal attack. The quoting of second or third hand hearsay and gossip is an appalling way of presenting your case and damages your credibility as a public official. It also has confirmed it's a waste of time communicating with you because, like the activists you represent, you have a closed mind on the issue.
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